PEPPER PLACE SATURDAY MARKET

RULES & GUIDELINES

2012 Season
The Pepper Place Saturday Market was founded on the concepts of regional food production for fresh consumption, promotion of family farming, direct marketing of farm products, and the common good of all who participate in the market.  With these goals, the following rules and guidelines are intended to make it as easy as possible for local producers to sell their products directly to the general public without much of the “red tape” associated with conventional marketing outlets.  The success of our market depends on a good growing season and the active participation and cooperation of many and varied producers.  The Pepper Place Saturday Market Director manages the regular business operations of the market and welcomes your input.  The Board will conduct its day-to-day operations through a Market Director.  
LOCATION:

1. The Pepper Place Farmers’ Market is located at Pepper Place 2nd Avenue South, 28th & 29th Streets South in the Lakeview District of Birmingham.  

THE SELLING SEASON:

2. The Market will be open for retail sales between the hours of 7:00 AM and 12:00 PM every Saturday of the market season as designated by the Board of Directors.  The season for 2012 begins April 14, 2012 and runs each week through December 15, 2012.  The market will be held every Saturday, rain or shine, but will close early at the discretion of the Market Director, with safety being the first priority in the case of severe and threatening weather statements are issued by the National Weather Service.
PERMITS AND FEES:

3. A growers’ permit must be completed before selling at the market.  They are available at the office of the County Extension Agent.  The purpose of the certificate is to ensure that the products sold originate with the producer, his or her family, employees or partners.  This allows the producer and the customer to be exempt from state and local taxes for goods sold.  Vendors should keep a copy of their current certification/permit with them during each market day in case of inspection. 
4. If you are selling products that do not allow you to be classified as a grower you are required to have a business license from the City of Birmingham, Jefferson County and the State of Alabama and are responsible for collecting and remitting related sales taxes, i.e., art vendors, branded food vendors and hot food vendors.
5. Any fees collected by the market are for the express purpose of promoting and operating the Pepper Place Farmers’ Market.  This includes but is not limited to, administrative expenses, a salary for the Market Director and advertising.  

6. A $25.00 annual non-refundable registration fee is required to accompany all registrations. 
SPACE ASSIGNMENTS AND RESERVATION POLICIES:

7. Vendors will be licensed to sell from only one vehicle and must occupy only one space as assigned by the Market Director unless an additional space has been assigned and paid for. Displays must be confined to the assigned space, including any vehicle used to transport goods.  If the vendor is using a trailer to display and sell goods, the towing vehicle must be disconnected and moved out of the area.  If a trailer or display is obstructing vehicular or pedestrian traffic, or is judged to be a safety hazard by the Market Director or Market Manager, it must be moved.  

8. It is necessary for all vendors to be set up no later than 6:30 AM and ready to do business when the market opens at 7:00 AM. Each seller is expected to stop selling at noon and have all produce, baked goods, boxes, containers, etc. loaded for removal by 12:30 PM.

9. Please call the Market Director when arriving late or if an unexpected event keeps you from coming to the market that morning. Call Market Manager, Lisa Beasley, at 205-527-7546 or the on-site Manager, Quinton Craig, at 205-296-4471. 
10. It is necessary for all vendors to remain at the market until 12 Noon. No vendor should leave the market early, even if vendor sells out of stock. Repeat violations will result in the vendor being asked to leave the market for the remainder of the season. In cases of emergency, vendor should contact the Market Director or Manager immediately.

11. The Market Director designates the vending location for all producers with or without vehicles, and if the Market Director, or Market Manager, judges it necessary, may require a producer to relocate.  

REGULATIONS: PLEASE READ!
12. Local producers may sell at the market.  A producer is defined as the person that grows or makes the product and may also include the producer’s immediate family, partners, employees, or local cooperatives upon prior review.  A partnership, for the purpose of this document, is defined as two or more individuals engaged together in the joint production of agricultural products. If a grower is selling produce from neighboring farms or growers, the names of those farms or growers must be listed at the tent. Any complaints filed with the Market Director concerning production regulations will be investigated by the Board of Directors and/or the County Extension Agent.  Should a complaint be found valid, it will result in a written warning on the first offense, and expulsion from the market for the remainder of the selling season, with no refund for market fees paid to date.  This will be strictly enforced during the 2011 season.
13. Arts and crafts are not permitted for sale at the market unless they have received prior approval by the Board of Directors and/or appointed artisan jury.  If there is any question whatsoever about whether an item may be sold at the market, a brief written proposal should be submitted to the Board of Directors for review.  

14. Producers may sell farm and kitchen products including (but not limited to): fruit, vegetables, eggs, cut flowers, plants, cheese, cider, jams, jellies, relishes, honey, home canned goods and baked goods. Many items are subject to Health Department regulations. For details on state regulations governing this, go online to http://www.fma.alabama.gov/HomeProc.aspx. It is the responsibility of the producer to abide by these regulations. No cooking is permitted within the market area without prior approval by the Board of Directors or a representative of the Board of Directors.  It is the responsibility of each producer to abide by all state and federal regulations which governs the production, harvest, preparation, preservation, labeling, or safety of products offered for sale at the market.  Vendors are liable for their own products.  Market management, the City of Birmingham and/or Jefferson County Extension Service shall not be held accountable for the products offered by vendors.  Product and liability insurance is the responsibility of the producer.  
15. If there is any question whatsoever about whether an item may be sold at the market, a brief written proposal should be submitted to the Board for review.  
16. A Market tent and table is available at no cost to vendors.

17. Electrical generators are not allowed at the market. There are a limited number of power outlets available.  These are on a first-come, first-served basis.  Vendors must bring their own all-weather extension cords and should arrange for a space near the power outlet prior to the market with either the Market Director or the Market Manager.  Electrical cords must not be a safety hazard.  

18. Solicitation for political campaigns, products, services, or charitable contributions not specifically addressed as a market commodity is not permitted without prior permission of the Market Director and/or the Market Board of Directors. With 2012 being a political year, this rule needs to be enforced, so please report violations to Quint or Lisa. Solicitors will be asked to leave the market.
19. Vendors must be fourteen years of age or older.  Younger children are welcome and encouraged to participate, but must be accompanied by an adult responsible for the child’s conduct and safety.  

20. Fraudulent, dishonest, or deceptive merchandising, disruptive behavior, or collusion to set prices among vendors may be grounds for forfeiture of the right to do business of any kind in the market for a length of time to be determined by the Board of Directors.  

21. If selling by weight, each vendor must use certified scales bearing current state inspection sticker.

22. Vendors will be solely responsible at all times for the cleanliness within their vending area regardless of the origin of the debris in that location.  Each vendor is required to leave the space clean at the end of the day.  

23. The Market Director and/or Board of Directors will have the full power to enforce all rules and regulations within the market area as authorized by the Board of Directors.  Failure by any vendor to comply with any of these rules and regulations can result in the forfeiture of the right to do business of any kind in the market for a length of time determined by the Board of Directors.  

24. The Market Director and the Board of Directors reserve the right to terminate a license for any reason at any time without refund of fees.  

GUIDELINES:

· It is recommended that vendors use safe, natural and colorful displays.  Be aware of tripping hazards in the sidewalk area.  
· It is required that vendors use recycled or landfill-friendly plastic bags at the market.

· Public restrooms are located in the Dr. Pepper Showrooms and The Martin Biscuit Building.  

· It is recommended that each vendor have a sign identifying the name and location of the farm. Signs for vendors and other decorations are to be approved by the Market Operations Director.  

· There is water available. Ask Quint or Lisa for location.
· Leftover produce may be left by growers at the dumpster in the big parking lot at the end of market day for pick up by Second Harvest Food Bank.  
· Please break down any cardboard boxes before taking them to the dumpster.
· All complaints report to Lisa Beasley, Market Director, at lbeasley@slossrealestate.com or 

(205) 313-4120. Complaints are kept confidential.
